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KAREL AVENUE BUSHLAND 
Grievance 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [9.53 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure.  It relates to the proposal by the City of Melville to incorporate a parcel of remnant bushland on 
the eastern side of Karel Avenue in Willetton within its package of properties for sale as part of the Heathcote 
deal done with Hon Doug Shave in the days leading up to the last election.  I grieve to the minister because there 
is clear community opposition to this proposal.  There are clear reasons, including environmental grounds, for 
this land to not be incorporated in the parcels of land put up for sale.  I grieve to the minister and oppose the 
incorporation of that land in the package on the basis that it exists now only because of an anomaly in the 
alignment of local government boundaries between the City of Melville and the City of Canning.   

I wrote to the Mayor of Melville, then Katie Mair and now Katherine Jackson, in October of last year to put my 
view that no sale of the land should proceed at all until such time as the City of Melville had demonstrated that it 
had conducted a full environmental impact assessment.  My reason for writing that letter to the mayor, following 
up some two weeks later with a letter in similar terms to the minister, was a growing anger and disquiet about the 
solutions being sought by the City of Melville for the situation it got itself into with the land swap based around 
the Heathcote deal with Hon Doug Shave.   

A significant amount of research on the environmental values of this bushland has already been undertaken by a 
number of groups, including the Canning River Residents Environmental Protection Association, which has 
detailed the silting of waterways and the importance of remnant bushland parcels, such as the Karel Avenue 
bushland; and the effect of further development on the water catchment in Bull Creek, which leads directly into 
the Canning River.  The association has already done a preliminary survey and, although it does not claim it is a 
thorough scientific survey, nonetheless, it involves some environmental experts linked to the association.  The 
survey lists, for example, the overstorey of Karel Avenue bushland comprising jarrah, banksias of many 
varieties, karri, sheoaks, melaleuca, many varieties of eucalyptus tree, a variety of acacias, xanthorrhoea - grass 
trees or balga - and callistemon or bottlebrush.  The understorey in the bushland comprises Aotus cordiofolia, the 
brown pea, the yellow-eyed flame tree, pepperflower, palms, Geraldton wax, spider orchids, Hovea pungens or 
devil’s pins, kangaroo paws of different varieties, grey cottonhead and so on.  These are all typical and important 
species in the Swan coastal plain ecosystem.  They are reliant on either being a part of the cohesive whole or 
being able to be connected in some way, perhaps by terrestrial creatures carrying seed from one place to another 
with a connection to other remnant bushland.  It is important to note that the Karel Avenue bushland is based on 
the escarpment of the Bull Creek tributary leading to the Canning River.  That escarpment bushland connects 
across Karel Avenue to the Yangan bushland reserve.  This connectivity clearly indicates that it has very 
important environmental values.   

Socially, the land acts as a buffer between the part of Willetton to the east of the bushland and the increasingly 
busy Karel Avenue, which is a four-lane dual carriageway.  It is a major road with a 70 kilometres an hour speed 
limit at the point in question.  It carries its fair share of freight transport and is an important commuter road.  One 
cannot dismiss the importance of the bushland as a buffer, particularly to the Willetton community.  The City of 
Melville is ignoring its responsibility to the wider community by including this parcel in the package of land to 
be sold.   

I finish on the role played by the City of Melville to incorporate a piece of land it should not have within its local 
government boundaries.  It is fair and accurate to say that it is a gross anomaly that the local government 
boundary does not follow along the centre of Karel Avenue.  The City of Melville was looking for a parcel of 
land.  It found an important bit of remnant bushland, and decided to sell it off in the knowledge that the 
community it will impact upon is within the City of Canning and the suburb of Willetton.  This is gross 
negligence on the part of the City of Melville.  It should redraw the plan.  I grieve to the minister and ask her to 
take a great interest in the role of the City of Melville in including the bushland in the package of land and to 
cause it to be de-listed.   

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [10.00 am]:  I thank the member 
for his very legitimate grievance on behalf of his community.  The matter of the Karel Avenue bushland is one of 
the problems arising from the agreement the previous Government entered into with the City of Melville.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Here we go.  Never responsible.   

The SPEAKER:  Members!   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  The Leader of the Opposition is now doing a Pontius Pilate.  Perhaps it is because it 
was his very close friend and factional ally, Hon Doug Shave, who entered into the agreement that the Leader of 
the Opposition believes he had nothing to do with it.  I point out that the Leader of the Opposition was a member 
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of the Cabinet of the previous Government.  He has to share responsibility for this agreement.  This Government 
is trying to give force and effect to the agreement that Hon Doug Shave, on behalf of the previous Government, 
entered into with the City of Melville.  As we have said, the agreement is about realising some $6 million for the 
City of Melville to reimburse it for the restoration of the heritage buildings on the Heathcote site.  That money 
was originally to come from the sale of a portion of the land around the Heathcote buildings.  A pressure group 
resident around the Heathcote site developed, and a very influential and powerful lobby group persuaded the 
City of Melville and the then Minister for Lands to enter into a revised agreement involving the sale of crown 
land around the City of Melville.  The city and the then State Government identified a list of assets for sale.  
Since that time there has been some pressure build-up about some of those chosen sites, and the City of Melville 
has either not proceeded or proceeded very slowly with the sale of some of the land.  The city has now 
developed a supplementary list of crown land for sale.  There was some understandable disquiet among some of 
the councillors in the City of Melville that their areas would lose public open space to provide for the expansion 
of the public open space in the area around Heathcote.  Those councillors felt that was quite unfair.  One might 
suspect a degree of cynicism on the part the City of Melville for belatedly coming up with the proposal to sell the 
Karel Avenue bushland.  The reason for feeling that there might be an element of cynicism is that the Karel 
Avenue bushland is used almost exclusively by the residents of the City of Canning.  As the member for 
Riverton pointed out, it is quite anomalous that this area is in the City of Melville.  It is divided from the bulk of 
the City of Melville by Karel Avenue.  It is a strip of land that realistically should form part of the City of 
Canning.  I hope to see some rationalisation of the city boundaries to that end.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  I will send copies of the Hansard report to the Minister for Local Government and Regional 
Development and point out this anomaly.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  That is right.  This is a classic case of the need to have that boundary readjusted.  If 
that were to happen, the people who would be impacted by this decision would have an opportunity to have their 
say.  It has been said that the City of Melville will undergo a public consultation process.  However, the City of 
Melville is not answerable to the residents of the City of Canning.  Understandably, the residents of the City of 
Canning have no confidence that their voices will be particularly heard on this matter.  Correspondence shows 
that the City of Melville opposed the division of the area for residential purposes.  The council minutes of 12 
December 2000 state in part -  

The eastern part of the Karel Avenue road reserve is not required for road purposes and has been 
planted with native vegetation.  The gazettal of Community Planning Scheme No. 5 identified that it be 
set aside for “Nature Conservation” and rezoned the land from Local Roads to Local Open Space.  The 
land, however, is still reserved for road purposes.  It is therefore recommended that road closure 
proceedings be undertaken . . . to vest the land in the City of Melville for the purposes of Local Open 
Space - Nature Conservation.   

That was the city’s plan in 2000.  What has changed?  The previous Government entered into a very contentious 
agreement with the City of Melville.  That received a rather negative reaction throughout many parts of the City 
of Melville from people who felt that their areas - which were perhaps less influential - were being plundered to 
shore up the amenity for the more affluent parts of the City of Melville.  The City of Melville is now casting 
about for new projects to meet the agreement.  I guarantee the member that we will be very cautious about 
proceeding with any part of this plan and that we will ensure that the City of Canning and the local community 
are involved in any decision-making processes relating to the Karel Avenue land.  If any of the land is to be 
subdivided, we will require that at least half the proceeds from that sale be made available for the restoration of 
the remainder of that site.  Some benefit must accrue to the local community and not simply those residents of 
the City of Melville who happen to live around the Heathcote site.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


